
LA Radio, “Hats off to Larry,” by Alan Oda in Three Parts  
(April 21, 2009-April 24, 2009) 

Contact: www.larryvannuys.com | larryvn@gmail.com 
Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MoX54B7xlQ 

 
 

(Part 1—April 21, 2009) You’d think 
Southern Californians would be used to 
earthquakes, yet when the ground starts 
shaking, many wary residents call in to 
their local radio stations, perhaps as a 
catharsis to the unexpected.  Recently, a 
listener to KNX could hear callers 
describe the latest seismic event, whether 
it was a sharp jolt, a brief rolling motion, 
and for what duration.  But then there was 
something more.  The anchor briefly 
chatted with each caller – did anything fell 
off the kitchen shelves at the caller’s 
home? Any jittery nerves from the 

aftershocks?  Was the caller a long-time local resident or was it a first experience with 
an earthquake? Have a home emergency kit prepared? It was just like talking to a caring 
neighbor, only it was being broadcast on a 50,000 watt radio station. Then again, when 
the news anchor once hosted a tv program called Help Thy Neighbor, offering a 
personal touch to his listeners should be second nature for Larry Van Nuys. 
 
When last interviewed by LARadio.com back in 1998, Larry said he’d decided to leave 
radio because of the precariousness of ongoing format changes. “After a many years in 
radio and television, I made the successful transition to a very lucrative career as a voice 
talent, every day doing promos, commercials and trailers, much of it out of my home 
studio,” said Larry. There was really no pressing reason for him to return to radio. Yet 
there was something missing.  
 
“After ten or so years I missed the interaction with friends and co-workers.  I had been 
doing some fill-in news anchoring at Arrow 93 in morning drive.  When it made the 
switch to JACK/fm, I called Ed Pyle, KNX news director, and told him I missed the 
excitement and challenges of radio. He was so kind and generous and invited me to 
audition.” Larry got the job as a weekend and fill-in anchor on the all-news station. “In 
hiring me, Ed gave me the opportunity to enter one of the most productive and satisfying 
chapters in this road many of us travel.  It has reawakened all the feelings of excitement 
that brought me into broadcasting in the first place.” Larry also thanked former KNX gm 
David G. Hall, who put Larry in his current 7 p.m. to midnight news anchor duties each 
weeknight. “Although it sounds cliché, I wake up in the morning now, and can’t wait to 
get to work. It reminded me that what we do is meaningful…and fun!”  
 
Born in Providence, Rhode Island, Larry later moved to the Southland where he 
attended Los Angeles High School.  He recalls how important radio was from his earliest 
years. “Radio was always a big part of my life. As a youngster, I listened to all the radio 
serial shows. I remember sending away for a decoder ring so I could decode secret 
messages. I waited for what seemed like months and then the excitement of going to the 
mailbox and seeing that little package … sitting there saying, ‘OK big guy…now you’re in 
the in-crowd!’” Then it was Chuck Blore and KFWB Channel 98 on Larry’s radio dial. “I 
always treasure the fact that later in life, I actually got a chance to be directed for some 
spots by the architect of Color Radio, Chuck Blore. Larry also listened to KHJ, as “Boss 
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Radio and all the other iterations of modern radio flowed out of all our speakers day and 
night as I grew up.”  
 
How did Larry first get interested in pursuing his own radio career? “While the other kids 
were playing baseball, I was playing dj using a wooden spoon for my microphone. I 
actually ripped off all the labels of my mother’s canned food and pretended they were 
earphones. For months, she never knew what she was opening for dinner … she still 
kids me about that.” Eventually Larry’s parents purchased him a Webcor tape recorder, 
“and I was off to the races.”  
 
His first job was at Saul Levine’s fm jazz station, KBCA. “I’ll always be grateful to Saul 
Levine who gave me my first chance to do what I always dreamed of.” Back then, Larry’s 
audience was a bit limited. “To even hear fm, you had to have a special under-dash 
radio, or if you really had some bucks, you had a Blaupunkt installed in your car.  We 
didn’t have a lot of listeners or commercials … but, I was finally a dj! My dear 
grandparents, who would really be more comfortable with Montovani, listened every 
night because they loved and were proud of me.  They could tell you the difference 
between Thelonius Monk and Chet Baker…bless their souls.” Larry’s grandparents 
listened to their grandson at every opportunity, “too bad we didn’t have the PPM’s in 
those years.”    
 
Larry then traveled to KXO in El Centro, doing just about everything at the station from 
powering up the transmitter to helping with janitorial duties. “One of the proudest tasks I 
was assigned at KXO was to bring in the Richfield Reporter on Sunday nights, which 
was fed from KNX in Los Angeles. It was so exciting to be involved with a major market 
giant like that. I never dreamed that I would ever get to actually work there. What a trip it 
is to even remember the awe I felt and still feel for the station.”  
 
One of Larry’s first stops in Los Angeles was KGFJ. “I worked there with Hunter 
Hancock, Rosko (Bill Mercer) and Larry McCormick, et al. On the day I auditioned, I 
went into the studio to cut a demo and when I came out, no one was around . . . I found 
everyone gathered around a tv in a back office. I asked what's going on? ‘Someone said 
the President's been shot.’ I actually remember saying  ‘the President of what?’ That was 
the day JFK was shot and killed. I guess this falls into ‘Everyone remembers where they 
were that day.’”  
 
Though Larry worked at other local stations, including 
powerhouses such as KFI, KMPC, and KABC, he is often 
best remembered from his days as the midday host on San 
Fernando’s KGIL. “It was the best of times…this little low 
power teapot in the Valley was actually competing with the 
big 50,000 watt giant KMPC. In those days, we chose our 
own music.”  KGIL did what it could to make itself visible. “I 
sat in a broadcast trailer on the weekends doing remotes. I 
think I opened every Taco Bell in the Valley. One remote 
that still makes me smile is when I MC’d the opening of a 
new traffic light in Encino. But I loved it!” The station also 
invited listeners to vicariously share with the KGIL family. 
(LA Times ad promoting Larry in the late 1960s.)   
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“We did live reports from our wedding, I did a remote from the hospital when my 
daughter was born.  I put together a one hour montage of music to reflect how happy I 
felt that day, and the listeners were part of it.”  Larry’s colleagues at KGIL include many 
renowned personalities: “Sweet” Dick Whittington, Tom Brown, Wink Martindale, and 
Paul Compton, “all led brilliantly by Chuck Southcott.” Larry fondly remembers when 
Paul Compton would offer the lyrical intro, “we’re coming to the intersection of Compton 
and Van Nuys… Paul was an amazing and poetic man of great depth and character 
which came across on the air.”  
 
“Larry had a great sense of the music. His sense of the music was amazing. Larry did 
some long shifts when he first started at KGIL, doing 8-hour weekend and fill-ins, yet he 
did a great job orchestrating his program over all that time,” said Chuck Southcott, 
Larry’s former colleague and program director.   
 
Chuck chuckled as he told the story of the Studio City Christmas Parade, for which Larry 
and Chuck served as emcees from an announcing booth. “It was a terribly rainy day. 
The grand marshal was Andy Griffith, we went out with a mic and had him greet the 
crowd. Then there were a number of female stars who were headed for the Queen Mary. 
Larry went out in the street – in a pair of Gucci shoes – and talked to Carol Channing, 
about what she was doing now, a little bit about her career.”  Why does Chuck always 
bring up the Guccis? There were other stars, then Judy Garland appears. Wait a minute, 
we thought – Judy Garland is dead. Turns out these starlets we interviewed were men 
dressed up as women, female impersonators heading for a nightclub called the ‘Queen 
Mary,’ not the ship in Long Beach. It was a very strange night I shared with Larry.” Of 
Larry’s current work, Chuck said “he’s the best sounding news guy in town…he’s great 
on KNX.”  
 
 

(Part 2—April 22, 2009) Larry Van Nuys has been a 
familiar face on tv for decades and now evening 
anchor at KNX Newsradio. LARadio.com senior 
correspondent Alan Oda talks with Larry about his 
career. This is part two of our series, Hats Off to 
Larry.  
 
“Larry contributed many musically perfect shows at 
KGIL,” said Dick Whittington. Of Larry’s on-air 
persona, “he’s was what Dr. Phil would like to be. 
Larry did it first on Channel 5 for many years.”  And 
Dick still tunes in to hear his former KGIL teammate.  
“When Larry reads the news on KNX, no matter 
how dire, I always smile and say to myself: ‘Oh that 
couldn’t be happening, that's just ol’ ‘Lar’ going for 

another Edward R. Murrow award.” (Van Nuys holding award from Arthritis organization 
for his two-decade dedication in hosting annual telethon) 
 
For his part, Larry has his own story about the man once known as ‘Sweet Dick.’ “He 
was finishing up his shift and called my wife Marsha and made it sound as though the 
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call accidentally got on the air, and said, ‘well the jerk is going to be on the air for 5 
hours, so I'll be over in about 20 minutes . . . is there anything you want me to bring?’  
Marsha said without missing a beat . . . ‘Kleenex.’ Bill Smith [late of KTLA], who used to 
work with Dick in the morning still tells that story.” 
 
Larry was also prominent on that other medium known as television. “I had the good 
fortune to work at KTLA when Gene Autry owned it. Given his stature and prominence 
globally, it was amazing to watch him take the time to know everyone’s name on the lot, 
and foster an environment that encouraged creative people to be their best.”   
 
He recalls his days hosting the tv show Help 
Thy Neighbor. “It was a live show that aired at 
7:30 p.m. every night following Bowling for 
Dollars with Chick Hearn. It was a show 
where people who needed some help would 
appear and the audience would call in with 
solutions. It was live on the air. I couldn’t 
possibly share all the amazing and emotional 
stories that played out on the air. We found 
solutions for everything from people who 
needed a kidney to finding work for an 
unemployed elephant … I kid you not!” The 
show received national attention in publications including Newsweek, Readers Digest 
and TV Guide, as well as winning “a wheel barrow full” of prestigious awards.   
 
Larry takes pleasure recalling his charity work during his years at KTLA. “I co-hosted the 
national Arthritis Telethon for over 20 years often originating from the KTLA studios but 
also from other locales nationwide.  I would love to think that some of our efforts funded 
research that eased suffering or passed on information that alerted people of warning 
signs that helped them avoid years of chronic pain.” His efforts on behalf of the Arthritis 
Foundation gave him the opportunity to work with many celebrities, including the late 
Mayor of Hollywood Johnny Grant. “One of the proudest moments for me was to be 
honored with the Arthritis Foundation’s Johnny Grant Humanitarian Award,” said Larry. 
(Photo from mid-80s: Participants in early Arthritis Telethon include Victoria Principal, 
Jane Wyman, Larry and Marsha Van Nuys)   
 
“I also hosted the forerunner to Wheel of Fortune called Guessword. It was the same 
game [Hangman] but without the wheel and Vanna. Also we didn’t give away trips to 
Europe or shiny new automobiles … it was more like dog food and hand towels. It did, 
however, have the distinction of being maybe the only live game show in history.”   
 
Larry would later become the voice of KTLA, which led to other voiceover opportunities. 
His game show hosting talents weren’t later wasted. “Hosting Guessword helped me 
immensely when Dan Enright asked me to do the announcing for shows like Tic Tac 
Dough. From there, my skills grew and I found a whole new venue for my talent when 
Mike McLean, an associate of Aaron Spelling hired me to voice his shows during the 
years he spent with ABC…Dynasty…The Love Boat…et. al.”   
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But his voiceover career all started at KTLA. “I will be forever grateful to Tony Cassara, 
the gm of Channel 5 at the time. He became the President of the Paramount Stations 
Group and opened up a whole new world of voiceover opportunities for me.” 
 
Still, it’s clear that Larry’s heart is still found behind a radio microphone. “Radio is 
immediate, intimate and ultimately a one on one relationship between you and someone 
who’s stuck in traffic, at the workplace or streaming on the Internet in Timbuktu … it’s 
just the two of you.”   

 
He describes the challenges of working at KNX.  “In News 
Radio, it’s also vital and important work when people are 
concerned or fearful during an earthquake, fire or an 
emergency when accurate information can be the 
difference between life and death.   I can’t begin to tell you 
how gratifying it feels to play a small but important part in 
that effort.”  Larry knows the challenges of providing 
information 24 hours a day. (Photo: An 11-year-old Larry 
Van Nuys as the 'Borden's Milkman' with Kathy Godfrey 
[sister of Arthur Godfrey], KPHO-Phoenix) 
 
“With the fast moving, changing events around the world, 
people have a hunger for news and all of us at KNX take 
that responsibility very seriously. All the other broadcast 
disciplines are seductive in their own ways, but they all 

have one thing in common – they are all about communicating, they’re all about trying to 
identify your own truth and connecting with the people who are spending their valuable 
time with you.”  
 
 

(Part 3—April 24, 2009) Larry’s current boss, 
KNX / KFWB director of news programming Andy 
Ludlum describes what Larry brings to the all-
news operation:  "Larry is a warm and authentic 
communicator and I think that really comes 
through every time he turns on his mic. There's 
no question Larry truly enjoys being on the radio 
and the KNX 1070 Newsradio audience loves 
listening to him." Would you like to see Larry 
delivering the news? Here's a 3-minute YouTube 
link: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MoX54B7xlQ  
 
And it’s apparent that Larry is one veteran not 

content to sit on his laurels. “My challenge is keeping it fresh and honest.  To make 
something that’s difficult look effortless. It has taken me a lifetime to find my own voice in 
this business…and I’m still learning.”  He relates how he brings his experience honed on 
music formats to his all-news anchor duties at KNX. “I think the trust that an audience 
has with you is a key element in the success of any broadcaster. It takes years for an 
audience to really get to know you, feel like a friend . . . and for that trust to develop. 
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Also, no matter what kind of radio you're doing, there needs to be an entertainment 
component. Even with news, I think your unique personality is a big part of the product 
and has a bearing on its ultimate success.” 
 
Larry speaks with great appreciation and pride about his 
family. “Much of my success can be linked to my 
wonderful family. My wife Marsha has not only been my 
partner for 40 years, but my number one groupie, pal and 
lover. She has been a fan from the very beginning and 
always been there to watch my back in the good times 
and the lean times. I'm also so proud of my daughter 
Amanda. She has taken her Vassar education and 
blossomed into a truly amazing young woman. As I've 
told her, if there is such a thing as reincarnation, I would 
love to come back as one of her children. She is now a 
marketing executive at a major company in the Internet 
space.” (Larry Van Nuys "eating crow" after losing a 
1980 Super Bowl bet with a Pittsburgh radio station. The 
Rams lost to the Steelers, 31 - 19)   
 
Larry humbly acknowledges his blessings from his on-air journey.  “We are all influenced 
by those who came before us.  For me, Johnny Magnus was my hero…I wanted to be 
that great someday.  It still shocks me that I’ve had so many opportunities to know and 
work with some of the iconic figures in our business.  Sitting in for Ken & Bob at KABC 
… Dick Whittinghill and Robert W. Morgan at KMPC … following Lohman and Barkley at 
KFI. These are the people I grew up admiring. These are the people that remind me that 
excellence isn’t achieved without hard work and a love and respect for the audience. 
Again, how wonderful it is when you get to do what you love … I still have the passion.”  


